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Welcome To The 28
th

 Annual National Convention Here In Philadelphia, PA 

 

Mr.  John James Etim; National President,(L), is seen here receiving a  Citation presented to AKISAN byU. S Rep. Sheila Jackson- Lee (D), (enter)at the 

2ndNational Council Meeting in Houston, Texas on Saturday April 18, 2015. On the right is Ms. Elsie Obot; HoustonChapter President. 

 

our Excellency; Governor Udom Emmanuel and members of the governor’s entourage, visiting dignitaries, my fellow Akwa 

Ibomites, friends and supporters, ladies and gentlemen. It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 28
th

 annual national 

convention and back to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the City Of Brotherly Love and Sisterly affection. It was 21 years ago in 

1994 since we last gathered here for our annual National Convention.  This year’s theme: Enhancing Health, Education and Youth 

Development fits seamlessly with the general scheme of our daily lives in particular and our Association in general because without 

good health any struggle is infinitely an uphill task. Our Association needs robust health to carry on the numerous activities that we 

have put together to move our association forward. I want you and your family to generously contribute 

towards the implementation of our community projects. 

As you have already known, our association is a nonprofit organization. We are solely a volunteer 

organization. So I have cast a wider net to bring in as many people into our national committees as 

possible to source ideas from every facet of our community. This I hope will harness the expertise, 

opinions and experiences available within our Association and community at large that can be brought 

to bear in the governance of our association because good judgments come from years of experience. 

Let us work together to better the lots of our community both here and at home.  

I want to thank Your Excellency and every one of our wonderful guests who have made the trip from 

your respective homes to be a part of this gathering. Also a big thank you to all members of our 

committees and portfolios for the many man-hours you have given of your precious time to support 

my administration in particular and our Association in general. 

Please avail yourself of the many activities we have planned for you. The city of Philadelphia and its environs have major tourist 

attractions and historic land marks than most states can only dream of, so feel free to explore and take in the sights and sounds. 

 Finally, you can always visit us online at  www.akisan.org. to learn more about our Association. Thank you and welcome. May God 

bless and protect you all and may He grant you safe journey and travelling mercies back to your respective homes and destinations. 

Y 

Mr. John James Etim, 

National President 

http://www.akisan.org/
http://www.akisan.org/
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From the Editor’s Desk 

Welcome 
to the 2014 -2015 edition of Mbuk Akwa Ibom. Let me 

take this opportunity to thank the National President for 

calling on me to lend a hand in the publication of this 

edition of our magazine. I was retired from the daily 

“grind” after participating at the highest levels of 

leadership and governance in our association from 

1990 to 2008. But as you know when the president 

calls, the Cavalry answers.  I had to because our 

association succeeds when we volunteer. 

 

 
 

found a renewed vigor, and  impetus to do my best and 

an appreciation for the many man and woman hours  

put forward by the volunteers that make our association 

what it is today. 

I am not a historian but I have, over the years, 

developed a particular fondness to telling the stories of 

our community in written form. Since our memories 

become fallible over time, the publication of Mbuk 

Akwa Ibom  is both crucial and indispensable to the 

history of our community. 

   The first known magazine published by the 

Association of Students of Cross River State of Nigeria 

in the United States of America (ASCRSN) – was 

called SEARCHLIGHT. ASCRN later begat Akwa 

Ibom  State Association of Nigeria USA, INC or 

AKISAN. That   issue was published in May 1980 

during Mr. Ibanga M. Ekpo’s administration.    

 So when the national secretariat moved from 

Portland, Oregon to Philadelphia, PA in August 1993 

during Dr. Philip Udo-Inyang’s administration, I 

suggested to the new administration to consider starting 

a publication. They did and named it Mbuk Akwa 

Ibom, therefore, this publication began here. 

I am not a graphic artist, I picked up page 

layout when I volunteered to write and edit Ibom 

Times; the Philadelphia chapter newsletter.  

 
 

In chronicling our history, l recognize the 

individuals who have labored to edit and put out Mbuk 

Akwa Ibom over the years whether in electronic or 

print format. Editing a publication is hard work. It’s 

harder when members do not contribute articles and 

the editor is left to fill the pages with materials so  a 

good quality product could be put out.  

So here are the names of those individuals who 

have edited Mbuk Akwa Ibom starting with it’s 

predecessor, Searchlight. 

 

1) Mr. Bassey E. Obotette; Editor-in-Chief, 

Searchlight published May 1980 

2) Engr. Okon W. Akpan, Editor, Mbuk Akwa 

Ibom published in Philadelphia, PA, 1994 – 

1998 

3) Engr. Sebastian C. Ikpe; Editor-in-Chief, 

Mbuk Akwa Ibom published in Philadelphia, 

PA, 1998 – 2008 

4) Mr. Eti Umana; Editor, Mbuk Akwa Ibom, 

published in Detroit, MI, 2008 – 2010 

5) Engr. Sonny Abia and Ms. Linda Umoh, 

Editors, Mbuk Akwa Ibom, published in 

Miami, FL, 2010 - 2012    

6) Engr. Sebastian C. Ikpe; Editor-in-Chief, 

Mbuk Akwa Ibom, published in Philadelphia, 

PA, 2014 – 

 

Help us chronicle the history of our community here in 

the United States in particular and everywhere else.  

Write, take pictures of what is happening in your 

community and send them to us for publishing 

consideration.  We want to hear from you, good or bad  

so send us an email: humanity2@gmail.com. Or 

babymma@aol.com Please put “Mbuk Akwa Ibom” in 

the subject line.  We cannot promise that everything 

you send to us will be published but we can promise 

that some things you send to us will be published.  

 

Thank you and enjoy your convention stay here in 

Philadelphia. God Bless. 

 

Sebastian C. Ikpe 

 

I have 

developed a new 

resurgence to do even 

better because after a 

long lay off my page 

layout expertise is not 

what it was when I 

designed, edited and 

published Mbuk Akwa 

Ibom for our 

association from 1998 

until 2008.  I have 

found a renewed vigor, 

and  impetusto do my 

best and an appreciation 

for the many man and 

woman hours  put 

forward by the 

volunteers that make 

our association what it 

is today. 

 

mailto:humanity2@gmail.com
mailto:babymma@aol.com
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An Inaugural Address presented by His Excellency, Mr. Udom 

Emmanuel, Executive Governor of Akwa Ibom state, May 29, 2015. 
 

 
His Excellency Governor Udom Emmanuel 

 

  

SUSTAINING SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE 

Protocol 

We have come together not to celebrate the triumph of a 

party, but to celebrate the victory of hope. The inspired hope 

that there is a divine promise, which binds us together in 

cords of love and brotherhood. Hope that the blades and 

daggers of politics can never break the bonds of our kinship. 

Hope that on this majestic occasion of the transition of power, 

signifying a glorious end as well as a hopeful beginning, we 

can renew our faith in the Akwa Ibom dream. 

When our ancestors left Usakedit in the Cameroons, centuries 

ago, in search of better land, they bequeathed into the genes 

of every Akwa Ibom person a dream of a better estate. In 

search of a better estate, our forefathers became the first 

people to agitate for the creation of States in Nigeria. In 

search of a better estate, they became the first people to build 

community schools in our country. in search of a better estate, 

they became the first people to establish community 

scholarship schemes to educate their children. Today, in 

search of better estate, we have, under the transformational 

leadership of His Excellency, Governor Godswill Akpabio, 

become first among equals in 

the comity of state in our 

country. 

But the demand of history is 

that he who is first in a race 

must forever run faster than 

those who are behind, or risk 

losing his leadership position. 

So I place a demand on all 

Akwa Ibom people, at home 

and abroad, to come with hoes 

and shovels, and let us bury the 

twin evils of ethnicity and 

tribalism, which could slow us 

down in the race of 

development. At the same time 

let us sow the seeds of 

brotherhood, love and unity, 

which will energize us to 

maintain our current 

momentum and leadership 

position. Let us remember that 

with the spirit of brotherhood, 

love and unity, no foe can 

defeat us, and no rival can 

overtake us. 

My dear compatriots, our Heavenly Father, 

history and posterity will not forgive our 

generation if we fail to continue the search for a 

better estate and pursuit of a greater Akwa Ibom 

State. This search we anchor on the timeless 

promise that whoever asks shall receive, 

whoever seeks shall find and who ever knocks, 

it shall be opened unto him. This promise is 

therefore, God-given, and it is large enough to 

shelter every boy and girl, man and woman, 

young and old from the scorching heat of 

injustice. as we seek to build a greater state 

founded on prosperity and justice, we should be 

reminded that in this Land of Promise, God will 

surely honor His own. 

Therefore, today we celebrate the triumph of the 

Akwa Ibom spirit over the murky waters of 

politics. We were troubled, but we were not 

distressed; perplexed but we did not despair; 

persecuted but we were not forsaken; cast down 

but we were not destroyed. Today we stand tall 

because the trial of our faith, being much more 

precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 

was tried with fire, was found unto praise and 

honor and glory. Let us therefore, stand together 

in the praise and glory of our heavenly father, 

knowing that he who began a good work in us, 

is faithful to complete it. Let us 

give God praise and glory and 

honor. 

To those who stood by us in the 

long walk to this day, we 

appreciate your unwavering 

confidence, steadfastness, 

loyalty, trust and faith. to the 

few who were not with us, we 

remind them that the good 

people of our state have spoken 

and the voice of the people is 

the voice of God. To my former 

political opponents, I urge them 

and their supporters to let 

partisan feelings yield to 

patriotism. We hold out our 

hands to them. It is the planting 

season in the Akwa Ibom 

family and they are invited to 

come and plant with us. We do 

not have to see eye to eye in 

order to walk hand in hand. I 

therefore, beckon on us all to 

please come and let us build 

together. 

I stand before you today not as 

http://akwaibomstate.gov.ng/an-inaugural-address-presented-by-his-excellency-mr-udom-emmanuel-executive-governor-of-akwa-ibom-state-may-29-2015/
http://akwaibomstate.gov.ng/an-inaugural-address-presented-by-his-excellency-mr-udom-emmanuel-executive-governor-of-akwa-ibom-state-may-29-2015/
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  a master but as a servant and not as a boss 

but as a co-labourer. I accept, with great 

humility and sense of responsibility, the 

mandate you have freely given to me to 

hold power in trust for you as your 

Governor. You have kept your part of the 

covenant and I intend to keep my part by 

executing the programmes I enunciated to 

you during my official declaration to run 

for the office of Governor. These include: 

1. To leverage and build on the 

Uncommon Transformation of the 

Governor Godswill Obot Akpabio 

administration. 

2. To transform the economy of our State 

via industrialization and sustain public-

private sector initiative, thereby opening 

up opportunities for growth and improved 

living standards. 

3. To respect and uphold the tenets of 

democratic governance which our great 

party (PDP) unflinchingly stands for, as 

well as respect the party’s structure, 

decisions and hierarchy. 

4. To ensure the security of lives and 

property of the people at all times, while 

adhering to the principle of the rule of law, 

thereby ensuring equity, justice and fair 

play. 

5. To promote unity and oneness across 

the State, with due respect for Traditional 

Institutions and the Elders of our Society. 

6. To continuously develop mobilize, and 

empower our women and the youths via 

planned and well articulated welfare and 

capacity-building programmes. 

7. to give all Akwa Ibom  persons (both 

within Nigeria and the Diaspora) a proud 

sense of belonging-built on good 

governance, economic advancement and 

due respect for the Fundamental Human 

Rights of all. 

8. To pursue the tasks of Rural 

Development and Integration with all 

vigour, bring the benefits and dividends of 

our democratic governance to every nook 

and cranny in the state, and provide basic 

amenities of life to all. 

9. To ensure Accountability and 

Transparency in government by fighting 

and tackling corruption in all facets of our 

Administration. 

10. To provide trade, commerce and 

tourism between Akwa Ibom and the rest 

of Nigeria, and in fact, the rest of the 

world. 

11. To foster, develop, and maintain a 

good working relationship with both the 

legislative and the Judiciary arms of 

Government in the state, as well as 

ensuring an effective Local Government 

Administration for grassroots 

development, mobilization and 

empowerment. 

12. To attract all possibly required 

Federal presence to Akwa Ibom State, 

by developing and sustaining a 

harmonious and very cordial 

relationship with the government at the 

centre. 

These then are the milestones we have 

set for our democratic journey under 

my stewardship. We invite all of you to 

think of what you can do for our State 

to achieve these milestones, and not 

what our state can do for you. We urge 

you to keep this administration in your 

thoughts and prayers. We will gladly 

welcome your ideas and contributions. 

We will accept your constructive and 

open-minded criticisms. Akwa Ibom  

State belongs to all of us, and it is only 

in the development of this State that we 

can attain our individual goals and 

aspirations. 

Let me pay tribute to our immediate 

past Governor, His Excellency Chief 

Godswill Obot Akpabio, CON, with 

steady hands on the wheel of progress 

and development, he steered the ship of 

our dear state through ill and fair 

weather, and landed us on shores of 

uncommon achievements. He became a 

metaphor for good governance and an 

abiding testimony that we can have a 

government not only by the people and 

of the people , but also for the people. 

Seldom in the chequered history of 

mankind has so many owed so much to 

one man. We owe him a debt of 

gratitude, which we can never hope to 

pay. People gawk at what he has done 

and ask, “Can anyone fill the large 

shows he is leaving behind?” I don’t 

know whether we can, but we know 

where the shoes are pointed and we are 

all heading towards that direction. 

Just yesterday, the Akwa Ibom  State 

House of Assembly passed a resolution 

that this great architectural masterpiece, 

one of the many great infrastructures 

built by the Akpabio Administration, be 

named, Godswill Akpabio International 

Stadium” in celebration of his 

uncommon transformation of our State. 

This was a reflection of popular 

sentiment, and the least we could 

do for His Excellency Governor 

Godswill Akpabio. I, therefore, in 

the discharge of the office 

invested in me, proudly give 

accent to this resolution and let 

this stadium be henceforth known, 

called and addressed as “Godswill 

Akpabio International Stadium” 

In the same vein, I want specially 

appreciate his wife and our former 

First Lady, Her Excellency, Mrs. 

Ekaete Unoma Akpabio (Mkpouto 

Akwa Ibom, the Most Supportive 

First Lady in Nigeria) for her 

motherly love and support for the 

Akwa Ibom project. She had lifted 

up many and has transformed 

lives. My wife and I pay tribute to 

her historic support for our cause 

and the actualization of this divine 

mandate. 

We thank the PDP, our great party 

for the support of its national and 

state officers in actualizing this 

mandate. The PDP may have had 

a setback in Abuja, but we can 

turn into a fortune as it relates to 

Akwa Ibom State, the Gilgal of 

Nigeria to reinvent our party. To 

our campaign Team led by the 

indefatigable statesman, role 

model and leader, His Excellency, 

Otuekong Idongesit Nkanga and 

other opinion leaders, we salute 

you. You charted the course for 

our victory by reminding our state 

that the promise of our State 

should be the inheritance of all 

Akwa Ibom  people. Thank you. 

I equally thank all members of the 

outgoing State Executive Council, 

the State Legislature, the 

Judiciary, and the Local 

Government Officials, for the 

harmonious working relationship 

that we all witnessed in the tenure 

of the last administration. The 

cordiality made possible the 

uncommon transformation 

programme of the State 

Government. We equally 

congratulate the newly elected and 

returning members of the State 

Address continued on page 25 
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A Welcome Message from the Philadelphia Chapter President 
By Emmanuel B. Akpan, The President, Greater Philadelphia Area Chapter 

 

 

 

With a warm heart and open arms I welcome you to our 28
th

 National Convention in the 

historic city of Philadelphia. To my brothers and sisters who came all the way from Akwa 

Ibom  State and Nigeria at large, I say e me dio yak ememAbasiodu ye mbufo. It is my 

pleasure to be your co-host subject to the magnanimity of our National President Mr. John 

James Etim. 

It is a privilege to give this address upon the pedestal of AKISAN as the Philadelphia 

Chapter President. I appreciate the sacrifices made by our chapter members who suspended 

their demanding responsibilities to create time to be with you to celebrate the Akwa Ibom -

Abasi rich cultural heritage which this Convention projects in its miniature form. This 

Convention, therefore, affords our brothers and sisters the opportunity to reminisce over 

their ancestral root in the homeland and to showcase the 

grandiose beauty and unparalleled state of affinity inherent 

in the good people of Akwa Ibom .  

       ACHIEVEMENTS 

Philly is the place and this convention is the 

moment. AKISAN Philadelphia Chapter was established 

about 20 years ago and upon my assumption of the 

leadership of this Chapter we, as a team, have revived the 

scholarship program for 50 promising students to be 

selected from the length and breadth of Akwa Ibom  State. 

All logistics are in place to make the payment in October 

2015 in Uyo. 

Also upon our inauguration, we went on membership drive. 

This has reinvigorated membership participation in our 

meetings and activities. We have secured a central location 

for our meetings while continuing our long standing 

tradition of congregating at a member’s house for most of 

our monthly meetings. I am pleased to say that youth 

participation in the chapter has surged. Our annual picnic is 

coming up after the convention and our end of the year 

Awards event is scheduled for November 2015. 

Members of AKISAN in Philadelphia have never been 

found wanting in social vices such as drugs abuse, crimes 

and other social malaise prevalent and common amongst the 

youths. I say thank you to our youths who have not dragged 

the good name of AKISAN in the mud within the shores of 

the U.S.  

SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATION 

I suggest to AKISAN to erect a physical structure either 

here or in Akwa Ibom State as its Secretariat to justify the 

funds we raise annually from our Conventions. It would be 

our legacy left for those that come after us. More so, the 

Board of trustees is enjoined to be proactive in raising funds 

for a project to be undertaken by AKISAN and monitor it to 

its successful execution. It would be idling in its 

responsibility if AKISAN BOT only keeps money raised 

during our Convention without doing more to increase its 

value. Our BOT can advise on short term investments to 

grow the funds raised rather than allowing such funds to idle 

away in the banks until they are needed for another 

convention.  

It is my fervent conviction that AKISAN ought not to be 

about only annual Convention after which it goes on long 

hibernation or deep slumber to be woken by an approach of 

another convention but rather be proactive in projects. 

Again, I belief we are ripped for a secretariat in the U.S or 

in Akwa Ibom State as a monument to our existence and a 

legacy for posterity. I believe AKISAN should be well 

positioned to export sound leadership, establish a leadership 

institute, and train next generation of leaders for our 

homeland. 

CONCLUSION 

My dear brothers and sisters, I welcome you once again to the 

city of brotherly love and sisterly affection as I reiterate the 

biblical exhortation that indeed, it is good for brethren to 

dwell together in unity as exemplified in brotherly love. So 

get to visit historic places in Philadelphia such as 

Independence Hall, where the continental congress met, 

drafted the US constitution and declared independence, and 

have fun filled stay. Enjoy your stay. May God bless you and 

grant you safe journey back to your various destinations 

within the States and the homeland. 

Thank you. 
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Call For Articles For The Next Issue Of Mbuk Akwa Ibom 
By Victoria Emiang, National Public Relations Officer 

Akwa Ibom State Association of Nigeria, 

(USA)Inc. 

National Secretariat, P.O. Box 40202, 

Philadelphia, PA 19106 

   

Akwa Ibom Isongo-o! Akwa ibom Isongo-o! Iban Ino 

Uyio-o!  

   

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 The National Secretariat is still waiting to 

receive materials from each of AKISAN chapters to 

be published in “Mbuk Akwa Ibom”, I am urging 

every chapter of AKISAN to send in materials that 

are worthy of publication by the dead line of May 30, 

2015.   

 We are looking for photos and reports of 

events and activities that have taken place in your 

chapter since August of 2014.  Any life events like 

child birth, wedding or anniversary, we would like to 

publish such events in “Mbuk Akwa Ibom”.  If you 

have photos of any activities like fundraising or 

participation in community service in your area, 

please send them in to be published.  

  If you or your children were recognized or 

received an award of some sort from the school, work 

place or any organization for the job well done, please 

send in the photos of the person and the press release 

that accompanied the award/recognition.  If your 

child wrote a report at school that is news worthy, 

please send in the report with the picture of your 

child.  

 All AKISAN members and their children are 

encouraged to write an article or a poem about Akwa 

Ibom community here in USA or in Akwa Ibom 

State.  Please note that any article which attacks other 

individuals or is politically motivated will not be 

published.  

 Miss Akwa Ibom and Mr. Akwa Ibom should 

send in their reports about what they have 

accomplished so far since they took office and also the 

photos of such accomplishments.   

AKISAN Youths are encouraged to write about what 

it means to them to originate from Akwa Ibom State 

of Nigeria.  

 If there is a member in your chapter who has 

been a good sport and you wish to recognize him/her, 

this could be a good time to surprise that person. Just 

send in his/her photo and say something to that 

effect.    

 All articles, poems, reports, press releases or 

write-ups should be limited to one page . Materials 

received will be published on first come first serve 

basis and are subject to editing; do not wait until the 

last minute.  Please note that all materials are subject 

to editing. Any materials received late or in excess 

that cannot be included in this year’s “Mbuk Akwa 

Ibom” will be published in next year’s edition.  

 Please relay this information to all members 

in your chapters ASAP.  ***Remember, the dead line 

is May 30, 2015 If you have any questions, don’t 

hesitate to ask.   

Thank you for your cooperation.  

  P.S. Please note that all articles, reports, etc., 

should be sent in Microsoft Words format.  

Kind regards,  

Victoria Emiang, AKISAN National PRO,  

babymma@aol.com 
 

 
 

L – R 

National 

Treasurer; Dr. 

EkammaInyang, 

National PRO; Ms. 

Victoria Emiang, 

and National 

Secretary; Mr. 

EdemNtuk at the 

2
nd

 National 

Council Meeting in 

Houston, Texas on 

Saturday, April 18, 

2015 

OUR YOUTHS ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

 
Making a presentation areYouth executive members (from L-

R): UbongIkpe; PRO, Elizabeth Ammazi; Vice President and 

Deidre Etim;  Secretary at the 2nd National Council Meeting 

held  in Houston, Texas  on Saturday, April 18, 2015. 

 

mailto:babymma@aol.com
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Ebola virus disease 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM THE WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
Fact sheet N°103 Updated April 2015 

 
Key facts 

 Ebola virus disease (EVD), formerly known as Ebola 
haemorrhagic fever, is a severe, often fatal illness in 
humans. 

 The virus is transmitted to people from wild animals 
and spreads in the human population through 
human-to-human transmission. 

 The average EVD case fatality rate is around 50%. 
Case fatality rates have varied from 25% to 90% in past 
outbreaks. 

 The first EVD outbreaks occurred in remote villages in 
Central Africa, near tropical rainforests, but the most 
recent outbreak in West Africa has involved major 
urban as well as rural areas. 

 Community engagement is key to successfully controlling 
outbreaks. Good outbreak control relies on applying a 
package of interventions, namely case management, 
surveillance and contact tracing, a good laboratory 
service, safe burials and social mobilisation. 

 Early supportive care with rehydration, symptomatic 
treatment improves survival. There is as yet no 
licensed treatment proven to neutralise the virus but 
a range of blood, immunological and drug therapies 
are under development. 

 There are currently no licensed Ebola vaccines 
but 2 potential candidates are undergoing 
evaluation. 

Background 

The Ebola virus causes an acute, serious illness which is 

often fatal if untreated. Ebola virus disease (EVD) first 

appeared in 1976 in 2 simultaneous outbreaks, one in 

Nzara, Sudan, and the other in Yambuku, Democratic 

Republic of Congo. The latter occurred in a village near the 

Ebola River, from which the disease takes its name. 

The current outbreak in West Africa, (first cases notified in 

March 2014), is the largest and most complex Ebola 

outbreak since the Ebola virus was first discovered in 1976. 

There have been more cases and deaths in this outbreak 

than all others combined. It has also spread between 

countries starting in Guinea then spreading across land 

borders to Sierra Leone and Liberia, by air (1 traveller) to 

Nigeria and USA (1 traveller), and by land to Senegal (1 

traveller) and Mali (2 travellers). 

The most severely affected countries, Guinea, Liberia and 

Sierra Leone, have very weak health systems, lack human  

 

and infrastructural resources, and have only recently 

emerged from long periods of conflict and instability. On 

August 8, the WHO Director-General declared the West 

Africa outbreak a Public Health Emergency of 

International Concern under the International Health 

Regulations (2005). 

The virus family Filoviridae includes three genera: 

Cuevavirus, Marburgvirus, and Ebolavirus. There are 

five species that have been identified: Zaire, 

Bundibugyo, Sudan, Reston and Taï Forest. The first 

three, Bundibugyo ebolavirus, Zaire ebolavirus, and 

Sudan ebolavirus have been associated with large 

outbreaks in Africa. The virus causing the 2014 West 

African outbreak belongs to the Zaire species. 

Transmission 

It is thought that fruit bats of the Pteropodidae family are 

natural Ebola virus hosts. Ebola is introduced into the 

human population through close contact with the blood, 

secretions, organs or other bodily fluids of infected 

animals such as chimpanzees, gorillas, fruit bats, 

monkeys, forest antelope and porcupines found ill or 

dead or in the rainforest. 

Ebola then spreads through human-to-human 

transmission via direct contact (through broken skin or 

mucous membranes) with the blood, secretions, 

organs or other bodily fluids of infected people, and 

with surfaces and materials (e.g. bedding, clothing) 

contaminated with these fluids. 

Health-care workers have frequently been infected while 

treating patients with suspected or confirmed EVD. This 

has occurred through close contact with patients when 

infection control precautions are not strictly practiced. 

Burial ceremonies in which mourners have direct contact 

with the body of the deceased person can also play a role 

in the transmission of Ebola. 

 

continued on page 11 
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My Leadership Application For The Office Of National Youth President                        
By Ubong S. Ikpe, National Youth Public Relations Officer, BS History, BS Political Science 

 
Ubong S. Ikpe at the inauguration of Mr. Udom Emannuel,                                                                                                                            

Governor of Akwa Ibom State, May 29, 2015 in Uyo 

  

venue, I gave a 10 minute live, on-air and unscripted 
interview to AKBC as your PRO and representative of the 
Youths from the United States 
To lead, you have to be in the lead. I have made the tireless 
effort to be visible and remain approachable while serving as 
your interim PRO. I want to be your Youth National 
President. Vote for me because I know how to get the job 
done and together we can make a difference in our 
community. 

 

 

In past and present time, it has been made more 

conspicuous that the Youth of AKISAN thirsts for palpable 
change; that is not tangential to the everyday Akwa Ibom  
youth.  As an active member in the organization, a paid 
member at both the Local chapter and National level, now a 
youth committee chair, a member of many committees, and 
the Interim youth PRO, I have voiced and represented the 
concerns of the youth to the National Executives for 
immediate correction. Our necessity to be heard has caused 
many devoted and longtime members to go and seek new 
and unprecedented measures to answer old questions in 
attempts to correct pre-existing problems. This plight of 
many current members, have left a sour taste in the mouths 
of the youth. New leadership often time breeds new ideas 
and plans of action. What I feel the Association needs will 
take a concerted effort by current AKISAN leaders and the 
Youth to devise a plan that will ensure growth, sustainability, 
and active participation over the coming years.  
 

My solution to engage the youth is addressed in a three-

tiered approach. First, establishing a new adoption of visible 

governance with legislation outlined to be periodically 

proofed, drafted, amended and overseen by the National 

Executive is necessary. This is to maintain openness and 

transparency amongst the two bodies, but furthermore to 

demonstrate support and interest of initiatives incepted by 

the youth wing. A primary concern of the people was finally 

answered this past June when, I was able to earmark the 

amending of the current constitution of AKISAN to reflect the 

youth in this year’s upcoming council meeting.  Second, 

there must be further interaction amongst the youths of the 

organization post-convention weekend. In the past, this was 

not the case, and thus handicapped the true promise of the 

youth in establishing relations emancipated of the confines 

of annual convention weekend. This will foster stronger 

relations and encourage cultural preservation amongst our 

constituents and its various demographics. Third, bridging 

Summary: 
I visited Boston, Columbus and Houston chapters. In Houston 
I participated in the 2

nd
 National Council Meeting. Since 

becoming Youth PRO, I have participated in the 2 recent 
Council meetings. As PRO, I established the Word and Phrase 
of the Day campaign. This successful campaign brought 
familiarity of the language to our youths and was streamed 
over various social media platforms. 
Finally, I made my first ever visit to Akwa Ibom  State in May 
where I donated my time and resources on behalf of our 
Association. While in AK I met high level functionaries and 
attended the swearing in ceremony of His Excellency, 
Governor Udom Emmanuel. While at the inauguration 
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our beloved Akwa Ibom  State, where I donated my time, money 

and efforts to our brothers and sisters at home. While there, I 

managed to secure a 10-minute slot to do an on-air interview with 

AKBC as PRO and a representative of the Youth.  

 

A rampant social media campaign would need to be the basis for 

means of communication, first by collecting the email addresses, of 

members and then, by notifying them of upcoming events. As soon 

as the new Youth Executive Board is established the first launch 

would have to commence. In my opinion, this cannot and should 

not wait, until National Convention arrives. To ensure time 

efficiency, the next actionable step for the Youth should be 

discussed soon after the election. This would be the first 

opportunity for the newly elected members to put their minds 

together and begin planning of youth events for the next year.  

 

In addressing the needs of the children of AKISAN, ages 17 and 

younger a new challenge presents itself. To me, reestablishing the 

youth wing means new implementation of attendance to monthly 

chapter meetings by young people is essential to learning and 

mastering the Ibibio language, customs, culture and rich history. 

Rich, though it is, the overwhelming majority of American-born 

Akwa Ibomites cannot speak or understand the language, yet most 

share an interest in knowing it as they come of age. Over the 24 

chapters that exist, each chapter needs to be held accountable for 

dismantling a pervasive issue in the language barrier that stands 

between them and the future of the Association. This is why, as PRO 

I established the Word and Phrase of the Day campaign. This 

campaign brought familiarity of the language to everyday youth and 

was streamed over various social media platforms. This is 

something that as an Akwa Ibom ite, and member of AKISAN, each 

person should feel passionate about.  

 

 
UbongIkpe in a chat with young students at Dove International Schools, 

Uyo. May 28, 2015. 

 

 

 

the existing language gap between the fledgling 

youth, and the elder members of the Association 

is imperative.  

 

In my plan for youth empowerment, there must 

be implementation of an annual youth retreat, 

similar to the annual convention, but rather for 

AKISAN Youth USA and its members. This type of 

engagement would be geared towards youth 

within and outside of the US that are between the 

ages 18 and 30.  Its primary focus would be paired 

to networking, nation-building, and cultural and 

organizational preservation. That is to say, 

building up our already existing network of Youth, 

celebrating our culture, raising cultural 

awareness, and preparing for the political 

inclusion in the overall initiatives of AKISAN, USA. 

A weekend dedicated to this mission can achieve 

the aforementioned objectives. The byproduct of 

this type of arrangement, of course, is a fortified 

youth force and organization, well-prepared to 

effectively transition into the dealings of their 

respective chapters, currently an area of 

weakness experienced in most chapters of 

AKISAN USA.  

 

Dealing with such large numbers of the young 

adults requires the utmost visibility of, and access 

to, the national youth board members.  This year I 

visited the Boston chapter in March, where I 

learned that they were joining hands very 

successfully to secure donations of $10, 000 for a 

project to restore a school in Ikono, Akwa Ibom 

State where through sound leadership of 

Ikpongifono Umoren, and his board they managed 

to attain. I followed that trip the same month and 

traveled to Houston for my second National 

council meeting of the year. There I got the 

opportunity to mix and mingle with the Youth of 

H-town, where it was made apparent that the 

once dominant, invigorated youth powerhouse 

has since lost its edge. After I left Houston, I went 

to the Columbus, OH where I met the soft hearts 

of Helen Bassey, and Dr. Ntokidem. There they 

gave me the numbers of their children to call to 

get active. I have made the tireless effort to be 

visible and remain approachable while serving as 

your interim PRO. Upon leaving Ohio, I traveled to 
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Ebola 

 
 electron microscopy 

 virus isolation by cell culture. 

Samples from patients are an extreme biohazard risk; 

laboratory testing on non-inactivated samples should 

be conducted under maximum biological containment 

conditions. 

Treatment and vaccines 

Supportive care-rehydration with oral or intravenous 

fluids- and treatment of specific symptoms, improves 

survival. There is as yet no proven treatment available for 

EVD. However, a range of potential treatments including 

blood products, immune therapies and drug therapies are 

currently being evaluated. No licensed vaccines are 

available yet, but 2 potential vaccines are undergoing 

human safety testing. 

Prevention and control 

Good outbreak control relies on applying a package of 

interventions, namely case management, surveillance 

and contact tracing, a good laboratory service, safe 

burials and social mobilisation. Community engagement 

is key to successfully controlling outbreaks. Raising 

awareness of risk factors for Ebola infection and 

protective measures that individuals can take is an 

effective way to reduce human transmission. Risk 

reduction messaging should focus on several factors: 

 Reducing the risk of wildlife-to-human 
transmission from contact with infected fruit bats or 
monkeys/apes and the consumption of their raw 
meat. Animals should be handled with gloves and 
other appropriate protective clothing. Animal products 
(blood and meat) should be thoroughly cooked before 
consumption. 

 Reducing the risk of human-to-human 
transmission from direct or close contact with people 
with Ebola symptoms, particularly with their bodily 
fluids. Gloves and appropriate personal protective 
equipment should be worn when taking care of ill 
patients at home. Regular hand washing is required 
after visiting patients in hospital, as well as after taking 
care of patients at home. 

 Reducing the risk of possible sexual 
transmission, because the risk of sexual 
transmission cannot be ruled out, men and women 
who have recovered from Ebola should abstain from 
all types of sex (including anal- and oral sex) for at 
least three months after onset of symptoms. If sexual 
abstinence is not possible, male or female condom 
use is recommended. Contact with body fluids should 
be avoided and washing with soap and water is 
recommended. WHO does not recommend isolation 
of male or female convalescent patients whose blood 
has been tested negative for Ebola virus. 

 

 

Burial ceremonies in which mourners have direct 

contact with the body of the deceased person can 

also play a role in the transmission of Ebola. 

People remain infectious as long as their blood 
contains the virus. 

No formal evidence exists of sexual transmission, 

but sexual transmission from convalescent 

patients cannot be ruled out. There is evidence 

that live Ebola virus can be isolated in seminal 

fluids of convalescent men for 82 days after onset 

of symptoms. Evidence is not available yet 

beyond 82 days. There is no evidence of live 

Ebola virus in vaginal secretions. 

Symptoms of Ebola virus disease 

The incubation period, that is, the time interval from 

infection with the virus to onset of symptoms is 2 to 

21 days. Humans are not infectious until they 

develop symptoms. First symptoms are the sudden 

onset of fever fatigue, muscle pain, headache and 

sore throat. This is followed by vomiting, diarrhoea, 

rash, symptoms of impaired kidney and liver 

function, and in some cases, both internal and 

external bleeding (e.g. oozing from the gums, blood 

in the stools). Laboratory findings include low white 

blood cell and platelet counts and elevated liver 

enzymes. 

 

Diagnosis 

It can be difficult to distinguish EVD from other 

infectious diseases such as malaria, typhoid fever 

and meningitis. Confirmation that symptoms are 

caused by Ebola virus infection are made using 

the following investigations: 

 antibody-capture enzyme-linked immunosorbent 

assay (ELISA) 

 antigen-capture detection tests 

 serum neutralization test 

 reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction 

(RT-PCR) assay 

 electron microscopy 

 virus isolation by cell culture. 

Samples from patients are an extreme biohazard 

risk; laboratory testing on non-inactivated 

samples should be conducted under maximum 

biological containment conditions. 

Treatment and vaccines 

Continue reading on page 34 

 

continued from page 8 
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GABRIEL UDOETTE for Mr. Akwa Ibom 
 

Age: 21 

Metro Phoenix Chapter 

 

Gabriel Udoette is a native of Ibiono-Ibom L.G.A 

and lived in Akwa –Ibom state until 2012 when my family 

emigrated to the United States of America. In 2010, I 

enrolled in the University of Calabar, Cross River State 

studying Applied Geophysics till I moved to the United 

States in 2012, and switched my major to Pharmacy.  

 

 My hobbies are playing soccer, travelling and 

helping people. I make it a tradition to help make a 

positive difference in someone’s life, which explains my 

choice of major, so I can help people with pharmaceutical 

inquiries. 

 

I come from a family that has encouraged me to 

never give up on my dreams and has always pushed me to 

my limits. They have always supported my dreams from 

high school, to acting, playing soccer for my schools, and 

even when I competed for my school’s pageantry, which I 

won. They were all there to support me.  

 

These influences have shaped me as a person and 

helped influence the decisions I have made, which have 

led me to be successful thus far in my life. Due to my 

diligence and hard work I have received several awards 

from my place of work and have also been promoted to the 

position of a supervisor, all within a year of working there. 

These experiences have further helped instill in me a 

desire to give support to and mentor children and young 

adults, who are our future. 

 

 

  
The AKISAN Youth Giving Chest 

Concept and Vision: The concept of a traditional giving chest is to donate used or brand-new tangibles for which one does not 

have use with the intent that someone will take and find use for said items. The vision for the AKISAN giving chest is that the 

American based AKSIAN youth will put tangibles to the chest to be sent to Nigeria and the Akwa Ibom  based AKISAN youth 

will send stories and pictures of their use of the items. These pictures and stories will be displayed on akisan.org and youth pages. 

Rationale: The AKISAN youth living in the United States are more privileged and have more opportunities than the youth living 
in Akwa Ibom  State. The giving chest is being implemented to support the less privileged AKISAN youth in Akwa Ibom  while 
connecting the youth in Nigeria and the United States. While it is hard to get individuals to donate money for a cause, the giving 
chest calls for items that are no longer of use to an individual, making it much easier to get donations. Also, individuals are often 
reluctant to donate if they do not know where the proceeds will end up. The giving chest eliminates this ambiguity because 
donators will be able to see how their donation directly affected the AKISAN youth’s lives. For the giving chest to be effective, 
AKISAN as a whole, youth and adults, must merge as one to support our youth living both Akwa Ibom . We must remain united 
even through what seems like a million miles away, and the youth living in Akwa Ibom  should know that we are doing our best 
with our opportunities to better their lives 

Youth giving chest cont. on Page 14 

. 
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Akwa Ibom Isongo!  

 

Dear AKISAN Family, 

 

As we all agree, the youth and young adults are the future 

of AKISAN and we take the task to ensure their 

representation very seriously. To this end we will be 

conducting an electionfor the following positions in the  

Youth and young adults’ wing. 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Public Relations Officer (PRO) 

Treasurer 

Welfare/Social Coordinator 

 

We are asking all AKISAN youth and young adultswho are 

interested in contesting for these positions to please apply- 

see below for more information and instructions. 

 

Qualifications 
Must be between 18 and 27 years of age 

The time and desire to work with others and a team player 

Each applicant must be a registered member of an AKISAN 

Chapter.  

 

Expectations 
Elected officers will be expected to spearhead planning 

of youth-related activities at the national convention and  

council meetings.  

Elected officers will be expected to participate in monthly 

conference calls with the national executive committee as 

needed. 

Elected officers will be expected to engage with Akwa-

Ibom youth and young adults around the country. 

 

Application Process 
Please send an email with your name, date of birth, chapter 

affiliation along with an attached 1-page summary with 

response to the following questions: 

1) How do you plan to engage the youth and young adults 

in AKISAN. 

2) What suggestions do you have for activities directed 

towards the youth and young adults that you hope to enact 

during your time. 

 

Please email all responses to 

akisanyouthelection@gmail.com.  

The deadline for application is June 21, 2015.  

Please direct any questions, comments or concerns to:                                 

 

Anietie Andy.202-486-4095:andyanietie@gmail.com 

 IyaiUmoh:  iyaiumoh@gmail.com, 
 Mrs. Gloria Udoh: gloriaudoh_ak@yahoo.com 

   

Best Regards,  

Anietie Andy, AKISAN National Vice President 

 

 
AKWA IBOM STATE ASSOCIATION OF NIGERIA (USA), 

ATLANTA CHAPTER, INC.  
5120 Old Bill Cook Road, Atlanta, GA 30349, P. O. BOX 

491585, ATLANTA GA 30349 
404-543-2278, www.Akwa Ibom atlanta.org, 

www.facebook.com/akisanatlanta 

 

Akwa Ibom Isongo! 

 

I bring good tidings on behalf of AKISAN 

Atlanta.  We join all well-meaning Akwa 

Ibomites worldwide to congratulate our 

sister chapter, AKISAN Philly, for hosting 

a very successful convention. 

Since the last convention in Phoenix, Arizona, a lot has 

been happening in our community.  There have been births, 

deaths, marriages and graduations.  Also, we have had more 

people sign up for our life insurance program, our rentals of Akwa 

Ibom House have increased by 26% over the last 12 months and 

we just had our 3
rd

 July 4
th
 annual picnic in a row.  Most 

importantly, our community has come back together and is 

stronger than ever. 

Last November at our annual thanksgiving service, we 

took up an extra offering which went towards helping Ebola 

victims in West Africa.  We ended up raising $700 towards this 

great cause. 

Our calendar of events is listed on our website, 

www.Akwa Ibom atlanta.org.  If you are ever in the Atlanta area 

during one of our events, we would love to have you in our midst. 

Finally, we take this opportunity to solicit your financial support 

towards our renovation of Akwa Ibom House project. 

 

Engr. Bassey Udosen, President, AKISAN Atlanta 

info@Akwa Ibom atlanta.org 

 

 

  

Akwa Ibom House, Atlanta 

tel:202-486-4095
mailto:andyanietie@gmail.com
mailto:iyaiumoh@gmail.com
mailto:info@akwaibomatlanta.org
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David Bassey for Mr. Akwa Ibom 
 

Age: 21 

Houston Chapter  

 

David is from Ibesikpo-Asutan, from Itoko with parents both 

from Akwa-Ibom. He is a Christian and attends Winners 

Chapel International, Houston. 

 

He graduated with a BS in Mechanical Engineering at 

Minnesota State University, Mankato and upon moving to 

Houston, he started a business consultancy firm after 

concluding his internship. 

 

He loves to take photographs and is also a professional 

photographer. With his love for children, this summer, he is 

taking part in the vacation bible school in his some church as 

a volunteer teacher. 

 

His dream is to become an aerospace engineer with the hopes 

of revolutionizing the aviation industry in Nigeria and the 

world. That’s just a little bit about Him. 

 

Community Projects 

 

Besides covering weddings and birthdays this summer, I will 

be teaching children at the Vacation Bible School at Winners 

Chapel International, Houston. It’s going to be a fun time for 

the kids to come learn the word of God. Also, this summer, I 

am part of a team that will be upgrading the capabilities of the 

media (audio, visual and broadcast) department in Winners 

Chapel. 

 

  
Akisan Youth giving chest cont. from Page 12 

 

Goals:  To have a giving chest at every AKISAN event throughout the year with themes (ie. school supply theme in summer, toy 

drive during holiday season) 

● For all AKISAN members in the US to voluntarily donate items 
● For recipients of donated items to send pictures or stories that articulate how they used the items 
● To have a set minimum for monetary and item donations 

● To connect the AKISAN members with their people back home 

Things to Donate: Here is a basic list of what the youth in Akwa Ibom may need. Feel free to donate anything you believe would 

benefit the youth.  

● Books , Clothes, Shoes, Pencils, Crayons, Chairs, Paper, Pens, Folders, Markers,  

● Backpacks, Calculators, Tissues, Soaps, Sanitizers, Monetary donations, Appliances 

For those of you that would like to give prior to AKISAN events feel free to ship your items to the AKISAN address:  

Akwa Ibom  State Association of Nigeria (USA), Inc. 

P. O. Box 40202, Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Best,  

UyimeAkpan, Interim President  
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Team Nigeria won the women’s 4x200m gold in dramatic fashion in the first day of the IAAF/BTC World Relays, 

Bahamas 2015. Christy Udoh was one of the quartet and the anchor leg that ran the 4x200m relay that led to a 

Gold Win for Nigeria. Christy Udoh is the daughter of Mr. Mac and Glory Udoh of Houston Chapter of AKISAN. 

She is a High School graduate of Westbury, and a college graduate from University of Texas in Austin Class of 

2014. She majors in Health Promotion. Future goal is to win Gold Medal in the Olympics for Nigeria 2016. 

 

After studying Japanese for 1 ½ years and becoming proficient, he enrolled inthe 

undergraduate course of electrical and electronics engineering at Tokai University. 

He graduated with honors in electrical and electronics engineering (First Class 

World standards considering his GPA). He won the award for best graduating 

Engineering student. He graduated with an outstanding GPA and won the award 

for the Overall Best graduating student Presidents prestigious Award. He was 

named the first African to achieve that feat.He has won a number of at least 6 

prestigious awards inside and outside school. He is currently enrolled in the 

Masters Degree program and will graduate in 2016 and plans to enroll in the PhD 

program. He is 24 years old and self supports himself through school in Japan. 

 

 

Christy Joy Udoh – Gold Medal winner, 4x100 meter relay 2015 IAAF/BTC World Relays, 

Bahamas *2012 Olympian (Nigeria) - 200 meters, 4x100-meter relay  

  

Congratulations to Mr. UfotEkong, Jnr.                     

This summer, NtienseInyang of Dallastown, PA an undergraduate student at the 

University of  North Carolina Chapel Hillwill study at Yonsei University in South 

Korea. She is a global studies major with a chemistry and Korean double minor.  

She is one of 15 students from UNC and 1 student from Duke University 

participating in this year’s Philips Ambassadors Program and receives $5,000 

each. Selection is based on strong communication skills, intellectual curiosity and 

engagement, academic achievement, community service and a previous record of 

leadership. 

Congratulations to MissNtienseInyang 

Jnr.                     
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Advisers to the 

National President 

 

 

Mr. Isaiah Inyang: Finance 

 

Engr. Mike Etim: 

Technology 

 

Ms. Grace Okon: Welfare 

 

 

 

Mr. John James Etim 

National President 

Mr. EdemNtuk 

National Secretary 

Dr. EkammaInyang 

National Treasurer 

Mr. Anietie Andy 

National Vice President 

Ms. Victoria Emiang 

National P R O 

Mr. InyangInyang 

National Social Secretary 
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 Imaobong Umoren Wins Miss Akwa Ibom USA 
By Engr. Sebastian C. Ikpe, Editor-In-Chief 

 

 
 

he so very beautiful Miss Imaobong Umoren won the 2014 - 2015 Miss Akwa Ibom, USA in a dramatic fashion. She is 24 years 

old and a student at Gateway College .She is studying Nursing. Her future educational plan is to become a Nurse Practioner . 

She lives in Pheonix, Arizona with her parents, Mr and Mrs Umoren and three siblings of Ikot ObioAsa,Ibiono Ibom Local 

Government Area of Akwa Ibom State. Her family has been involved with the Phoenix chapter where her mom Grace Umoren is a 

member of Phoenix Chapter Women of AKISAN. She took a trip to Akwa Ibom State and was very much surprised at the goodwill 

that was extended to her where she donated to needy institution; St Anthony Destitute Center in the company of Miss Akwa Ibom State 

in Nigeria Blessing Usen and Ubong Ikpe (AKISAN Youth PRO). She also visited and read to young students at Dove International 

Schools.  

 

Mbuk Akwa Ibom caught up with her for a little “after winning the crown” chat. This is what she had to say concerning the 

competition, her overall experience and advise to future contestants. 

 
 Mbuk Akwa Ibom: What was the hardest hurdle to you staying in the contest and eventually winning it?  

IMAOBONG: Being a beauty queen is an irony because I am really shy and reserved but to win the competition I really had to step 

away from my comfort zone. I had to show my fellow Akwa Ibomites that they can trust me as their unfailing representative. It took 

days of preparation, practice and commitment.  

  
Mbuk Akwa Ibom: What does winning the crown mean to you?  

IMAOBONG:  Winning the crown means having  a platform which will enable me contribute to the growth of our society and 

availing myself as a role model to our youth both home and Diaspora.  It is a time where I have to reach out to my untapped skills and 

talents to succeed as a leader. It is a very important responsibility which I embrace whole heartedly. 

  
Mbuk Akwa Ibom: In what way(s) will you use your position to empower Akwa Ibom State youths?  

IMAOBONG: during my reign the youth will see the need to sustain the culture and morals of the Akwa Ibom youth, the youths in 

Diaspora will discover the need to be active members and participants in their local chapters.  
 

T 
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Mbuk Akwa Ibom: In addition to empowering Akwa Ibom youths, what is your platform - that is, what is it that you want to 

accomplish in your role as Miss Akwa Ibom USA?  

IMAOBONG: nke Ibibio nnyin ebo " inuenaforo ayong mkpat ase isong" this is a popular ibibio proverb which means that wherever 

we go we will always come back to where we belong. With this I believe that humanitarian service is what every Akwa Ibomite in the 

Diaspora should,  in whatever little way we can,  support in order to help the less privileged among us. I will be a good ambassador for 

our people. 
 
 Mbuk Akwa Ibom: What does the Queen think of the competition?  

IMAOBONG: I think the competition is a great way to promote the cultural prominence and richness of Akwa Ibom State through the 

young women in the way they dress, carry themselves and transform these young women into the ideal Akwa Ibom women and to 

finally pass the cultural heritage and richness to their children. 

 
 Mbuk Akwa Ibom: Do you see any room for improvement if so what would you want to improve?  

IMAOBONG: I believe that there should be some kind of link between the pageant here in the US and the competition over in Akwa 

Ibom State, the Miss Akwa Ibom Nigeria, should be invited over annually to witness Akisan Convention and also meet her brothers 

and sisters in Diaspora, again the Miss AKISAN USA should be more packaged than what it is now.  

 

Mbuk Akwa Ibom: There are four contestants in the next pageant in Philadelphia. What is your advice to these contestants?  

IMAOBONG: Have fun throughout the competition,  make friends, do your best, believe in yourself and let destiny take its course  

 

Mbuk Akwa Ibom: Thank you and once again congratulations and good luck in your future endeavors. 

IMAOBONG: Thank you. Please check out and read my Core Project Report elsewhere in this issue of Mbuk Akwa Ibom. 

 

  

 
Miss Akwa Ibom  USA at the Akwa 

Ibom  State Christmas Carol Night, 

2014 

 

 
Miss Akwa Ibom  at the 2nd 

National Council Meeting in 

Houston, TX, on April 17, 2015 

 

 
Miss Akwa Ibom  and AKISAN Youth PRO; 

Mr. UbongIkpe during a courtesy visit to 

Mr. Okon Akan, Commissioner for Finance 

in Uyo, May 29, 2015 

 

 
Miss Akwa Ibom  USA cutting a 

cake after a Thanksgiving Service 

conducted in her honor by Reigners 

Bible Church, Nigeria, 2014 

 

 
Miss Akwa Ibom  with members of AKISAN 

Phoenix Metro Chapter, aftet a Read to Me 

Program at UMOM (homeless shelter)  

 

 
Read to Me Program by Miss Akwa 

Ibom  USA and AKISAN Youth 

PRO; Mr. UbongIkpe , at Dove 

International Schools, Uyo, May 28, 

2015 

 

Her project report can be found on page 22 
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(L – R)  #1: A cross-section at the 1
st
 Council meeting, Philadelphia, PA November 8, 2014.  #2: Ex-presidents:Emmanuel Isong and 

Christopher Ekpoudom and Youth PRO; Ubong Ikpe.  #3:  Dr. Margaret King of  Chicago, Mr. UtibeUdoh of  North Carolina and Dr. Tom 

Mbeke Ekanem of  Los Angeles.  #4: Mr. ArchibongUsoro, Washington, DC,   Mr. Itoro Akpan Iquot ( webmaster) of Atlanta and Mr. Ubong 

Usoro of  Minnesota. #5: Dr. Philip Udo-Inyang (Right) and Mr. Eugene Okon, (Center) chairman and vice chairman respectively of the 

convention planning committee on an inspection tour of the convention venue. 

 

PHOTO GALLERY 
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(L – R) #1:  A cross section of the youth executive members in attendance at the 2nd National Council Meeting. #2: Mr. John Etim; 

National President addressing the opening session of the 2nd National Council Meeting in Houston, TX.  #3: Mr. Anietie Andy, Mr. 

John Etim, Juliana Dos Santos, Dr. Philip Udo-Inyang, Mr. Edem Ntuk and Mr. Michael Etim at the convention venue. #4:  Anietie 

Andy; AKISAN vce president paid a courtesy call to the Consul General of Nigeria; Mr. Ben Okoyen at the Nigerian Consulate, 

New York.    #5: Dr. Caroline Etim with Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D) TX.  #6: Imaobong Umoren; Miss Akwa Ibom USA, Mr. 

Ubong Ikpe and Blessing Usen; Miss Akwa Ibom Nigeria 2015 on a visit to a children’s Day celebration in Ibiono.  #7: Miss 

Akwa Ibom USA 2014 - 2015 and Miss Akwa Ibom Nigeria 2015 in Uyo. 
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THE AKWA IBOM SOLDIER 
Major General Godwin George Umoh, (Rtd) OON, GSS. Psc(+), FWC, 

CMH, MIMC, MNIM 

Submitted By Mr. John James Etim, AKISAN National President 

 

 
 
Major General George Godwin Umoh, son of late Colonel Cornelius Mfon George, is from 

Utu Abak in Abak LGA of Akwalbom State. A graduate of the Nigerian Military School 

(Zaria), the Nigerian Defence Academy (Kaduna), and the Armed Forces Command and 

Staff College (Jaji), he became the longest serving ECOMOG Commander. He served in 

Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea Bissau. On completion of this tour of duty, he was 

appointed the Commander of the Nigerian Army Signals Corps, a position he held until his 

retirement. 

In addition to his military credentials, Major General Umoh holds a degree in Electronics 

and Telecommunications Engineering from Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. 

He voluntarily retired from the Nigerian Army in 2011 after 35 years of service 

 

 

Miss Akwa Ibom  U.S.A 2104-2015 

MY CORE PROJECT 

Permit me to borrow Thomas Jefferson’s thought when 

he said that “talent and virtue, needed in a free society, 

should be educated regardless of wealth, birth or other 

accidental condition, and that the children of the poor 
must be thus educated at common expense." 

I started out a campaign to promote the need for 

qualitative education regardless of wealth, birth or any 

other condition a child finds him/herself. I tried to let 

the world see that the most valuable skill anyone can 

sell in this 21st century is knowledge and this knowledge 
can only be obtained through qualitative education.  

So I started a campaign through my Pet-Society 

Foundation, ReadOut Foundation; an organized 

international effort to support equal rights to quality 

education. This foundation tried to prepare a child to 

have something he/she can hope for and to also have 

something to contribute to society rather than being 

pushed into learning one trade or the other because 
he/she is branded less-privileged.  

We sought to improve the educational experience of 

children living in orphanage homes through the 

establishment of libraries, donation of books and taking 

part in their learning process. 

We laid-down objectives which guided us. Parts of 

these objectives were activities carried out in the course 
of our actualizing this project. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. Making this project a sustainable project by 

monitoring the effectiveness and response from the 

inmates and their facilitators.  

2. Conducting follow ups in order to fully put the 
facilities to proper use. 

3. Empowering the Less Privileged through learning 

4. Creating awareness and Image making through 
partnering 

5. Strengthening and encouraging the learning process 
in Orphanages 

We carried out rounds of visit to orphanage homes in 

Akwa Ibom State and conducted need assessments in 

December 2014 – January 2015. We did an intensive 

study on the viability of our project being sustained not 

just during my one year reign but even after my tenure. 

We discovered that most of the orphanage homes had 

serious security concerns thus staging a difficult 

challenge to carrying out our projects. After our five (5) 

weeks assessment rounds, we put up support calls to 

organizations and individuals and we received support 

from individuals residing in the USA and other sponsors 

residing in Nigeria. 

We were also able to secure sponsors who donated 
school supplies worth over $200.00 

We held a special children’s day party (celebrated on 

May 27th) for the orphanage children and had donated 

school bags, textbooks, notebooks, pens computer, math 

sets, crayons etc. to two orphanage homes. The 

Orphanage homes in attendance were St. Anthony’s  

Destitute Homes and Mother Teresa Orphanage Homes. 

Cont’d on page 25 
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He was chairman of the Electricity 

committee for 12 years. This committee 

is particularly important to the welfare 

of his people because it ushered in 

electricity service to the community. He 

was responsible for implementation, 

collection and payment of electric bills 

to make sure the lights stay on for his 

people. He served as chairman of 

Community Post Office for 3 years 

which planned, sourced for funds and 

erected the first post office in the 

village for his people. He served as 

chairman Nkana Day Community for 7 

years. His committee planned and 

executed various activities and 

festivities honoring the village which is 

now celebrated yearly on December 26.  

He served 12 years as treasurer 

of the Palm Fruit Produce Committee 

and was a lifetime head of AfangInyang 

Street. He was an adviser to the Village 

Council and to those who sought his 

wisdom in business, finance and secular 

life. He served as the head of 

NungAbasi family. 

 He served as treasurer for the 

Catholic Church until 2003, when he 

joined the Nigerian Church of the 

Lutheran Convention (NCLC) where he 

was again appointed treasurer. He 

served his church as District president 

Sometimes we wonder if emigrating to the 

United States was a good idea judging 

from some very difficult times many of us 

have experienced trying to survive here.  

Coming to the US pre-diversity visa used 

to be a monumental feat, fit only for the 

financially fitted.  There were mostly three 

avenues: 1) a federal or state scholarship, 

2) community sponsored or 3) family 

sponsored. The latter category was mostly 

reserved for children whose parents were 

high ranking government or private sector 

officials with access to resources either by 

hook or by crook.  Since they already 

knew the value of education, sending their 

children to study abroad was a no brainer. 

A subset of the third category was the 

parents who toiled, scraped by, and saved 

so they too could send their children to 

study abroad. I am a product of this subset. 

According to demographic studies, there 

were 101,520 African-born living in the 

USA in 1980, it was 134, 000 by 1989 but 

was a mere 80.000 in 1970.  

 My father and mother never 

graduated from elementary school but they 

knew the value of education. My parents 

were not illiterate, they taught themselves 

how to read and write. My father owned a 

successful business which afforded him 

the resources to send me and my late 

brother abroad. I left the Nigeria Police, 

Lagos, in 1980; my brother left Shell Oil 

Co., Port Harcourt in 1988 to study in the 

US. Sadly and unfortunately, my brother; 

Augustus C. Ikpewas robbed and 

murdered here in 1991. 

A former organizer of, and 

participant in, my village’s night watch 

team, keenly aware of the need for safety 

and before security was fashionable, my 

Dad undertook construction of the first 

security gate at AfangInyang street to help 

deter criminals and their related activities 

from entering our village. 

He served his community as a 

banker and treasurer of the Village Council 

for 17 years. The Village Council wrote in 

his obituary, “He was more of a bank than 

a treasurer for he was consulted or 

borrowed for the village out of his own 

when the village ran financially 

handicapped for to be refunded in future.” 

A Tribute to My Father; the Head Lion of Our Family 

Chief Christopher Ikpe 
Sunday, December 25, 1927 to Monday, September10, 2012 

By Engr. Sebastian C. Ikpe, Editor-In-Chief 

 

  
for 4 years before his ordination as 

Elder in 2011, a position he held 

until his death. My Dad was a man 

who loved the Lord and diligently 

studied his bible daily. He always 

sought God's guidance in his daily 

life.  

 To my father; my 

greatest teacher and hero who 

taught me how to spell, add, read 

and write, the toughest 

disciplinarian ever to walk the 

face of this earth (I did not like it 

but it came in handy later in my 

life), the one who did for me what 

many fathers could not do for their 

sons, the one who sent me to 

schools in Nkana, Oniong, 

IkotAkata, Asaba, Warri, Uyo and 

finally to the university in United 

States, the one who bought me my 

first brown suede shoes and my 

blue dashiki, the one who sent his 

driver to take me to primary 

school when my classmates 

walked miles and barefooted to 

get to school, the Head Lion of 

our family, I could go on but I am 

limited by space. My memories of 

you are so vast, so vivid and so 

expansive that I have not stopped 

crying thinking of you.  

I only pray that I can be half the 

father to my children what a father 

you have been to me. I love you 

with all my heart. Safe Journey, 

Papa, till we meet again. 

 
This tribute to my father was inspired 

by reading the biographies of our 

young adults contesting for Miss 

Akwa Ibom  and Mr. Akwa Ibom . I 

noticed that they all are either 

students or have already finished their 

bachelor’s degrees. This is a tribute to 

their parents who have given up so 

much in life so their children can 

reach higher goals just like my 

parents did for me. I was so moved; I 

decided to honor my dad in tribute. A 

man who came from nothing to be 

somebody, he gave me so much.   
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An Overview Of End-Of-The Year/Inaugural/Award Gala Night 
By Dr. Tom Mbeke Ekanem, President AKISAN Los Angeles Community Chapter 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
  

On 
Saturday, December 20, 2014, the Akwa Ibom  “Angelinos” 
most of who reside in Los Angeles assembled  
at the Auditorium of California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona, CA. The occasion was the First Annual/End-of-
the-Year/Inaugural/Award gala Night organized by the 
AKISAN LA City chapter lead by Dr. Tom Mbeke-Ekanem. 
  

The theme of the event was “Working together, we can 

move a mountain”. The LA Community chapter has 
garnered enough energy to withstand any magnitude 
earthquake or any level tsunami. This was first 
demonstrated when the newly elected administration used 
barely three weeks to put up a beauty pageant contestant 

and three different dance troupes that brought Akwa Ibom  
Convention hall at Phoenix, Arizona to its feet.   
  
When it was time to replicate all these at home, it was like 
a piece of cake. One would not have been mistaken if the 
event was renamed “Akwa Ibom  Youth Night”. Although 
the event featured various cultural dance performances, 

events exhibited by the youths stole the night. 
  

The president, Dr. Mbeke-Ekanem, stated in his address, 
“It is estimated that the population of Akwa Ibom  is USA 
today is made up of approximately 70% youth. African 
adage states that it takes a village to raise a child. Then 
the question is, what does it take to raise a village? In 

other words, where there is no village, you have lost 
children. The thought of losing these many kids into the 
American society is very troubling to many of us the adults 
and the parents….”  Thus, this event was to create a 
“village” for our youths and to offer them the opportunity 
to showcase their creative and unique talents. Among the 

events was the youth Talent Show. This included individual 
and group dance displays, rendition of songs, and citation 
of poetry. Perhaps the display of “Michael Jackson” by the 

7-year Tom, jr. thrilled the entire hall. Daniel Essien also 
thrilled the audience when he solved complex Rubik cube 
within 45 seconds. 
  

To prove to the youth that we have now established a 
vibrant village for them, the LA Community chapter 
decided to acknowledge and honor their contributions and 
achievements over the years. This was to show 
appreciation and encourage them the more. About 150 
students, beginning from Elementary School through 
college, were issued with “Certificate of Excellence”. The 

chapter also acknowledged two of our youths who excel in 
international sports. Both AniekanArchibong and Maurice 
Edu participated in the Olympics games in 2008 in basket 

ball and soccer, respectively. Following this, Maurice 
participated in the FIFA World Cup that was held four years 
ago in South Africa while Aniekan played in different 

European basketball clubs. Both were given 
special Certificates of Excellence.  

  
These youngsters are our best hope for tomorrow. 
The excitement and enthusiasm they have shown on 
things of their mother land have given us hope that 
we owe a duty to provide them with a vision of Akwa 
Ibom ’s future where we can live in peace, unity, and 

harmony through a celebration of our common 
heritage. 
  
One of the activities of the night was the launching of 
the 2015 Almanac to raise funds in support of our 
mission, one of which is to acquire a community 

building where our cultures and other issues of life 

can be imparted to the young by the elders.  
  
In his address, the Chairman of the Board, Pastor 
UbongEssien added, “We are here to celebrate and 
build understanding and awareness. Most 
importantly, we are here to appreciate and 

acknowledge our youths…As parents, we have 
responsibility to start early in their lives to educate 
them on the values and wisdom embedded in our 
culture and language so that when we are all gone, 
they will practice and preserve them.” 
The event was chaired by Dr. EkereteEssien, Other 
attendees were: Dr. Charles Ukpong, his wife, sister 

and mother who flew in from Nigeria; Dr. and Mrs. O. 
T. Udoh of Bakersfield, CA, Dr. and Mrs. Solomon 
Egbohu, Dr. Eliza Himinez,  Dr. Francis Essien, and 
his family, and Dr. and Mrs. ImeEbong.  
  
Diaspora community groups in attendance included 
Nigeria Association in Southern California, and 

African Focus which was represented by Mr. 
UchennaNworgu, Founder and CEO. 
UduakobongUbon, ex-president AKISAN Phoenix 
chapter and the president of AKISAN, San Diego 
chapter, Dr. MbomEkiko were also present.   The MC 
was Mrs. Mercy Afaha. 

 

In his closing remarks, the Chairman of the Planning 
Committee, Pastor Joseph Iton, thanked everyone 
“for the unwavering commitment that led to the 
success of this event, all due to your collective and 
individual sacrifices”. He implored all to continue to 
“support the organization with prayers, donation of 

services and talent, monetary gifts and ideas, 
volunteer efforts as have shown in the preparation 
leading to, in the execution of, and in the aftermath 
of the hugely successful August Gathering on 20th of  
December 2014.”    
 
This was, indeed, such a successful event that plans 

are already in the way for the Second Annual End-of-

the-Year Gala in December 2015! 
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Governor’s Address continued from Page 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AKISAN New York Chapter In Partnership Talks  

To Support Basic Services In Nigeria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House of Assembly on their resounding 

victory at the recent elections. 

Once again, we thank all Akwa Ibom  

people for the trust and confidence, 

bestowed on us. We thank the Elders, the 

youths and the women for their support. 

We equally appreciate all the socio-

cultural political groups who worked 

tirelessly to see the manifestation of this 

day. 

So my compatriots, where do we go from 

here? We have come a long way in the last 

eight years, but there are still some 

mountains before us. We will bring down 

the walls of Jericho. We will vanquish 

every Goliath in our way. Like Jesse 

Jackson said, “Will are tired of sailing our 

little boat, for inside the harbor bar. We 

want to go out where the big ships float, 

out on the deep where the great ones are. 

And should our frail craft prove too slight 

for waves that sweep those billows over, 

we would rather go down in the stirring 

fight than drowse to death at the 

sheltered shore.” 

Therefore, sound the trumpet and let 

it be known that being an Akwa 

Ibom  person is not simply a matter 

of your parents coming from Akwa 

Ibom , nut having the faith that you 

are a child or promise and a giant 

killer. Having the hope that in His 

time God makes all things beautiful. 

God is making all things beautiful in 

our time. We will go forth, not by 

our power or by our might, but by 

His Spirit and we shall do exploits. 

Thank you all, and God bless you. 

Long live Akwa Ibom  State!!! 

Long live the Peoples Democratic 

Party of Nigeria!!! 

Long live the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria!!! 

We Con-

gratulate 

governor 

Udom 

Emmanuel 

and wish 

him 

success in 

the years 

to come. 

 

Ms. UduakUmoh, an accredited non-governmental organization 

(NGO) representative to the just concluded 59th session of the Commission on 

the Status of Women at United Nations Headquarters in New York, has 

expressed her happiness over the reception accorded her on her visit to New 

York by the New York Chapter of Akwa Ibom  State Association of Nigeria 

USA, Inc. (AKISAN). 
Ms. Umoh made her views known at the March 21, 2015 bi-monthly 

meeting of the New York Chapter of AKISAN, where she was warmly received 

by the Chapter President, Architect Eno Udo, officials, and members. 

In his response, Architect Udo welcomed Ms. Umoh on behalf of the chapter, 

and entertained a motion for the chapter to provide financial support for the 

development programs of Ms. Umoh’s NGO. 

A member of the 10- man delegation from Nigeria at the UN Women 

Conference, Ms. Umoh is the Director of Women and Community Livelihood 

Foundation (WOCLIF), a registered community-based NGO in Akwa Ibom  

State of Nigeria.  
According to WOCLIF's website, the NGO was started in 2007, and is 

registered with the state Ministry  of Women Affairs and the Corporate Affairs 

Commission of Nigeria to, among others, promote access to good health and 

empower youth and women through capacity building, education, health care, 

and collaboration.  

AKISAN New York, among others, provides financial support for 

youth and women related development programs in Akwa Ibom  State. Working 

with partners in Nigeria, AKISAN New York has over the years provided 

support to various charities, among them the Children’s Home in Abak and QIC 

Leprosy Hospital at EkpeneObom in Etinan LGA of Akwa Ibom  State. 

  
AKISAN-NY News Service, PO Box 1407,  

New  York, NY 10276.  Tel: 917.319.0568 

president@Akwa Ibom newyork.org 

 

To this end, I have adopted the ReadOut Foundation not 

just as my Miss Akwa Ibom  USA 2014 Pet-Society 

project but also as a personal project, which based on 
study,  has a long yard of work to be fully actualized. 

This campaign consumed huge amount of work, research 

and dedication. Still implementation would not have been 

possible if we did not have the support of many 

individuals and organizations, therefore we would like to 
extend our sincere gratitude to all of them. 

My foremost gratitude is to God almighty for His 

benevolence towards us. Without his divine grace and 

love, this project would not have experienced this huge 

success. 

I want to thank my wonderful family for their love, 

prayers and endless support throughout my tenure. Their 

encouragement was enough to brace me for the 
challenge. 

My sincere thanks go to the Akwa Ibom State erstwhile 

Governor, Chief (Dr) Godswill ObotAkpabio CON for 

his support and immense push to provide adequate 

education to every Akwa Ibom  child through his free-
and-compulsory education policy. 

I won’t fail to mention in bold the immense support and 

encouragement of AKISAN Metro Phoenix. Their 

encouragement and support has been most essential to 
the success of this project.  

We are thankful to Brisma Pharmacy for their support 
and kind donations. 

 

Miss Akwa Ibom Report from P. 22 

mailto:president@akwaibomnewyork.org
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Miss Samantha Nkanta for Miss Akwa Ibom 
 

Age: 24 

Philadelphia Chapter 
 

My name is Samantha Mmayen Nkanta.  I am currently 24 years 

old.  My parental linkage to Akwa Ibom is through my father who is 

from the village of Ibia-Obong in Uyo, and my mother who is from the 

village of Mkpat Enin in Ikot Abasi, both in Akwa Ibom State.  My 

family and I are part of the Akisan Philadelphia chapter and I will be 

representing Philadelphia at this year’s Miss Akwa Ibom USA 

National Beauty Pageant.  My hobbies are singing, dancing, cooking, 

and enjoying life.  In 2013, I graduated from The Pennsylvania State 

University with a Bachelors of Science degree in Business and 

Psychology.  I am currently the Activities Director at an Adult Day 

Care, working with different clients suffering from various 

psychological disorders.  I love what I do and my passion in life 

is advocating for the helpless and hopeless.  I am currently working to 

become a Family Nurse combining psychology and health care.  I look 

forward to meeting you at the Convention.  I am so excited about this 

great opportunity to participate at the pageant 

. 

Project Portfolio 

My project portfolio embodies two areas of service that capture my 

interest.  I plan on doing two projects in Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria, 

first relating to children and secondary relating to health care.  The 

first phase of my platform will focus on child psychology and 

education.  In December if I am granted the crown, I plan on going to Nigeria to do what I call “A School Tour.”  

I plan to travel from one elementary school to another, all around Akwa Ibom, donating school supplies to Akwa 

Ibom children.  I also plan on providing counseling services to little boys and girls in the elementary school and 

creating different school activities, such as Fun-Day and Story Time.  I plan on also reaching out to the High 

School and University students.  I want to start my “Get in Touch- Stay in Touch” Pen Pal Initiative.  I picture 

myself as a great future liaison for the youth back at home and the youth here in the States.  I will organize and 

assign willing Akisan Youth here in the States to an Akwa Ibom High Scholars and a University student.  My 

plan is for the youth here to initiate, connect, and get in touch with the youth back at home through writing.  

Through my Pen Pal initiate program, strong networking framework will bridge communication between youth 

in the States and the youth in Akwa Ibom.  This initiative program will educate youth at home about the 

different undergraduate and graduate program options here in the states and how to get admission into the 

University that they are seeking after.  My dream is to stay in touch with the youth in Akwa Ibom by developing 

a matrix that will help them succeed in their educational and vocational endeavors. I want the youth here in the 

States to one day meet some youth back at home. 

 

To fulfill my secondary passion, if I win by the grace of God, I will like to travel with a Medical Supply 

Project team, to help hospitals back at home that are in need and are under supplied.  I plan to recruit USA 

trained medical professionals: doctors, nurses, surgeons, pharmacists, and medical technicians, assisting 

medically in the pharmacy, passing out medication and counseling patients regarding their condition. 
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Miss Wonder Edem for Miss Akwa Ibom 
Age: 21 

Los Angeles Community Chapter  
 

Wonder Edem was born in Los Angeles, 

California in 1994 and she is the daughter of the 

Late Daniel Joseph Edem and Uduak Edem. 

Living in the competitive world of academics in 

UCLA, Wonder has come to learn that we are all 

unique and it is not wise to compare ourselves to 

others. She derives solace and courage from the 

scripture that “there is now no condemnation for 

those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1) 

 Wonder attends the University of 

California, Los Angeles pursuing a Bachelors in 

Science degree in Anthropology. Her inquires fall 

where social science and hard science meet. 

Wonder is especially curious about how the 

human’s physical environment affects our genes 

and overall health. The medical and biological 

anthropology allows her to look into the past for 

answers to the future. Apart from academics, she 

is involved in the Black Hypertension Project, 

Black Pre-Health Organization, Nigerian Student 

Association and Residential Life at UCLA as a 

Resident Advisor. Wonder enjoys the opportunity 

to interact with unique people at UCLA and see 

students inspire and challenge each other. She 

focuses on constantly empowering and enriching 

her mind, body and spirit so that she can better 

serve others. Wonder Edem will graduate the 

University of California, Los Angeles in the 

Spring of 2016. 
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Miss Sofie Johnson for Miss Akwa Ibom 
 

Age: 19 

Houston Chapter  
 

I am 19 years old; I was born in Houston, Texas. Both of 

my parents are Nigerian. I love to play basketball. I attend 

the University of Houston. I am a second year student in 

the STEM program which stands for Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics. And although I was born 

and raised in Houston, in middle school I attended a 

private boarding school in Abuja, Nigeria which 

participated in many charity events aiding the welfare of 

foster children. 

 

 This is my idea for my recycling project.  First off, I 

plan to do more research on the topic at hand to minimize 

any errors and to maximize the best outcomes possible. 

Generally people know what recycling is, but do they 

know how beneficial it can be if done appropriately? That 

is where I come in to bridge that gap. Recycling is a 

worldwide activity often partaken in by people who want 

the best for the economy and the country’s natural 

resources. As recycling reduces the use of our everyday 

materials such paper, wood, or water. With the knowledge 

I have acquired about recycling and how to go about it, 

along with the provision and assistance given to me by 

Akwa Ibom Association, I believe something very 

profitable can out of this. I am an engineering major, so 

this project is very much in my educational lane in terms of what I want to do with the rest of my life. Ever since 

I was younger, I have always wanted to be the face of female Ms. Akwa Ibom USA. Now that the moment has 

presented itself, I want to take full advantage and make the absolute best. I lastly, want to thank the entire 

organization for taking the time to give me this incredible opportunity.   

 

 
  

Congratulations 

to Lucas Etim 

who was recently 

inducted into the 

National Honors 

Society. Lucas 

Etim is shown in 

this left photo 

taken at the 

induction 

ceremony. 
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Miss Ifreke King for Miss Akwa Ibom 
Age: 21 

Chicago Chapter  

 
My parents always did a great job of instilling the values of my 

religion and culture in both me and my brother. I was constantly 

reminded of where I am from regardless of where I was living. 

However, with experience being the best teacher I truly understood 

where I was from when I visited there myself. As much work as my 

parents put in, nothing compared to the time I spent living and 

learning in the remarkable location of Akwa Ibom, Nigeria. In this 

beautiful land, I was immersed in my culture and the daily living 

habits of my family and other members of my tribe. I saw firsthand 

the beautiful and the not as beautiful aspects of my homeland. Being 

young and so impressionable, everything I experienced I compared to 

America. This comparison drives my thoughts and passions until 

today. I wonder why certain conditions exist in Akwa Ibom but not in 

America. I go even deeper and wonder what policies can be 

implemented or revised to better these conditions. Since that point as 

a child, I knew one of my goals in life is to find my passion, build 

upon it, and use it to help my homeland. 

Throughout elementary school I excelled in every area of 

academics. By the time of high school I was eligible to attend the top 

school in the nation for science at the time. The various perspectives I 

was now exposed to stimulated my already inquisitive mind. Here I 

found my passion to be in health and medicine. With the help of God, 

I was able to build upon this passion my junior year when I 

conducted my first research investigation at the Loyola University 

Medical Center which concerned premature infants, an area very 

personal to me. Through this, I was given the chance during my 

senior year to present my study at the Midwest Society for Pediatric 

Research 52
nd

 Annual Meeting. I was not only the youngest presenter but also the only Black presenter presenting to a room of 

accomplished physicians. It was a humbling experience. By the grace of God, I was granted the opportunity to have my abstract 

for this research project published in the Journal of Pediatric Research, all before the age of 18.  

My love for health, medicine, and bettering disadvantage communities led me to the University of Illinois at Chicago. 

For over a year, I worked independently in the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics on a project concerning 

lung cancer and lung cancer metastasis. With God’s help, I found the basis for possible method of preventing metastasis of lung 

cancer and other major cancers. This past year I worked on two different projects concerning health and underrepresented 

populations. The first was based at the Chicago Family Health Center where I studied barriers in accessing quality healthcare for 

minority communities. With this study, I was able to establish possible policies that can help decrease the health equity gap for 

minorities. The second project is a community based project concerning health and nutrition habits in Black women in Chicago. 

The hope of this project is to alleviate the issue of obesity in the Black community. Both investigations were presented at 

diversity research forums. 

In addition to research experience I also have leadership and volunteer experience as well. For years, I’ve taken part in 

Leadership Education and Development, a student-run leadership program for high school students. I’ve been the president of 

the Urban Health Program Fitness Club and the Pre-Health Club on my campus where we help increase minorities in 

professional health careers. In addition to this, I volunteer at a nursing home with my church every month where we hold 

services with the residents. I’ve taken part in various student-run programs concerning charity, education, global impact and so 

much more.  

I have a career goal of becoming a medical doctor specializing in Obstetrics and Gynecology with a concentration in 

minority, women, and children health. My primary career aspiration is to establish a health center in underprivileged 

communities in America and then branch to Akwa Ibom and launch more locations there as well. I’m determined to implement a 

health and wellness crusade to promote awareness of the importance of a healthy lifestyle in our community, especially in our 

youth. I know by the grace of God these goals will become a reality. Every decision I have made and every experience I’ve 

encountered has tailored me to be a virtuous woman of God capable of anything He leads me to do. 
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AKSG GETS NEW COMMISSIONERS    THE AKISAN VOLUNTEER CORPS 
By Engr. Sebastian C. Ikpe, with reports from Uyo 

 
 ACCORDING 

to information released to the public by the Chief Press 

Secretary to the governor; Mr. EkereteUdoh, and 

received by Mbuk Akwa Ibom , we can reliably confirm 

that twenty (20) Commissioners were recently 

appointed and later sworn in by His Excellency, 

Governor Udom Emmanuel. They have since reported 

to their Ministries to begin work. The new 

commissioners are: Barrister Uwemedimo Thomas 

Nwoko; Attorney-General/Commissioner of Justice, Mr. 

Akan Okon; Finance,Dr. Mathew Nathan Ekaette; 

Agriculture and Natural Resources, Mr. Ephraim 

Akparawa Inyang-eyen; Works.Prince Godwin 

Ntukude; Transport,  Rt. Hon. 

(Elder) Aniekan Simon Akpan; Education, Dr. Dominic 

Ukpong; Health,  Rt. Hon. Uwem Ita Etuk; Lands/Town 

Planning,  Mr. Enobong Emmanuel Uwah; Housing and 

Urban Renewal,  Dr. Iniobong Ene Essien; Environment 

and Mineral Resources, Mr. Aniekan John Umanah; 

Information and Communications, Rt. Hon. Victor Etim 

Antai; Local Government and Chieftaincy Affairs, and 

Barrister Emmanuel Moses Enoidem; Investment, 

Commerce & Industry. 

Other Commissioners are Rt. Hon. (Barrister) Ekong 

Sampson; Rural Development, Dr. Emmanuel Ating 

Onwioduokit; Economic Planning and Development. 

Dr. (Mrs) Elizabeth Donald Obot; Science and 

Technology, Otuekong Emmanuel Udo Ibiok; Culture 

and Tourism. Dr. Glory Emmanuel Edet;  Women 

Affairs and Social Welfare, Sir. Monday Ebong Uko; 

Youths and Sports, and Engr. Etido Inyang; Special 
Duties. 

The governor also named two Special Advisers: Mr. 

Enyinna Ekpenyong; Bureau of Labour, Productivity 

and Manpower Planning, and Rt. Hon. Anietie Sunday 
Etuk; Bureau of Political and Legislative Affairs. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBERS 

Itah Etim-Edet; Chairman,  

 Moses Udoh; Vice Chairman, 

Obot Okoko; Secretary 

Isong Ekpenyong; Treasurer,  

John James Etim; Ex-Officio. 

Monte Ekott, Isong Ekpenyong,  

 Sonny Abia, Patrick Utin,  Uduakobong Ubon 

 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 

John James Etim; President 

Anietie Andy; Vice President 

EdemNtuk; Secretary 

Inyang Inyang; Social Secretary 

Ekamma Inyang; Treasurer 

Victoria Emiang; P.R.O 

 

 

LEGAL COUNSEL 

David Essien, Esq 

 

WEBMASTER 

ItoroAkpanIquot 

 

MBUK AKWA IBOM 

Sebastian C. Ikpe; Editor- in-Chief 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

Patrick Utin, Building and Facilities 

Michael Essien, Esq. Constitution Review 

Philip Udo-Inyang, Convention Planning 

IbokEsema, Cultural 

Margaret King. Education/Scholarship 

AsuquoInyang, Medical Project 

Eugene Okon, Publicity/Media 

Moses Udo, Strategic Planning 

Anietie Andy, Youth Affairs 

Isiah Etukeren, Unity/Consultative 

 

YOUTH WING 

UnyimeAkpan, President 

Elizabeth Ammazi, Vice President 

Deidre Etim, Secretary 

UbongIkpe, P.R.O 

 

MISS AKWA IBOM 

ImaobongUmoren, 2014 - 2015 
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THE AKISAN VOLUNTEER CORPS:CHAPTER PRESIDENTS  
 

1. Atlanta, Engr. Bassey Udosen: 404-543-2278 

2. Austin, Dr. Ufot Umanah: 512-350-6604 

3. Central Ohio, Ms. Bassey Umoette:614-657-7130 

4. Chesapeake, MD, Ekerebong Umoh: 240-645-3609 

5. Chicago, Dr. Margaret King: 312-217-2346 

6. Columbia, S. C, Grace Inyangetor:803- 261-2356 

7. Columbus, OH, Mr. Aniekan Udoh: 612 558-5387 

8. Connecticut,  Bassey Ekpenyong:860 759-2283 

9. Dallas Metro, Henshaw Mbosowo: 469-733-2007 

10. Daytona Beach, Mrs. Ima Jackson: 386-254-9962 

11. Delaware/NJ, Mr. Udofia Udofia: 302-384-2414 

12. Denver, Mr. Aniekan Ekiko: 303-667-7261 

13. Dover, Delaware, Dr. Victor Udoh: 302-738-2679 

14. Greater Baltimore,Emmanuel Ekop: 443-812-4135  

15. Greensboro, North Carolina: Info not available 

16. Houston, Elsie Obot: 281-330-7561 

17. Jacksonville, Usoro Noah: 614-946-1417 

18. LA City, Dr. Tom Mbeke-Ekanem: 909-640-0737 

19. Massachusetts, Ikpongifono Umoren: 617-828-

6407 

20. Metro Detroit, Ime Umoren, PhD: 313-498-8981 

21. Metro Phoenix, Udeme Ekpenyong 602-319-9490 

22. Miami, Dr. Ibanga Ikpe: 305-332-2809 

23. Minnesota, Ubong Usoro: 612-382-7383 

24. Nashville, Edet Udofia: 615 394-3827 

25. New York, Eno Udo: 917-319-0568 

26. Northern Illinois, Eno Inyang: 847-682-6103 

27. Northern NJ, Ubong Ekwere:917-740-6650 

28. Oklahoma, Patrick G. Utin: 405-204-6683 

29. Oregon, Effiong Okon, Sr.: 503-710-8633 

30. Philadelphia, Emmanuel Akpan:317-717-4728 

31. Research Triangle NC, Utibe Udoh: 919-608-3514 

32. Sacramento, Unwana Okon: 916-204-2853 

33. San Diego, Engr. Mbong Ekiko: 720-933-5375 

34. San Francisco, Bassey Essien: 510-469-6130 

35. Tampa, Solomon Usoro: 763-742-4895 

36. Tyler, James Udosen:903-216-0467 

37. Washington DC, Archibong Usoro:301-512-5543 

38. Contact information is for official matters only. 

 

Portfolio Chapter Assigned 

Social Affairs Connecticut 

Welfare/Membership Affairs Los Angeles 

Economic/Fiscal Affairs Atlanta 

Education/Youth Development Chicago 

Cultural Affairs Maryland 

Information Philadelphia 

Beauty Pageant Houston 

NOTE: All vice Presidents with Portfolio should familiarize themselves with 
Constitutional provisions on responsibilities (see 2004 Constitution, Article VI, 
Section 4 (A,B,C,D,E,F), pages 8-9). 

 

 

 
Did you know that this edition of Mbuk Akwa Ibom is formatted for booklet printing? Make your own booklet. Spread the word. 

http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=1
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=2
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=33
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=10
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=3
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=31
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=25
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=4
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=18
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=41
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=5
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=6
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=29
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=39
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=30
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=7
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=8
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=9
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=11
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=13
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=28
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=12
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=14
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=15
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=16
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=36
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=19
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=32
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=26
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=21
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=17
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=40
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=35
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=22
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=37
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=23
http://akisan.org/about-us/chapter-details.php?chapter=24
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Did you know that your photos, articles or even advertisements can appear in the future edition of Mbuk Akwa Ibom?  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that Nigerians graduate from college at the highest rate than any group of immigrants in the United States?  
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 Reducing the risk of possible sexual 
transmission, because the risk of sexual 
transmission cannot be ruled out, men and women 
who have recovered from Ebola should abstain from 
all types of sex (including anal- and oral sex) for at 
least three months after onset of symptoms. If sexual 
abstinence is not possible, male or female condom 
use is recommended. Contact with body fluids 
should be avoided and washing with soap and water 
is recommended. WHO does not recommend 
isolation of male or female convalescent patients 
whose blood has been tested negative for Ebola 
virus. 

 Outbreak containment measures, including 
prompt and safe burial of the dead, identifying 
people who may have been in contact with 
someone infected with Ebola and monitoring 
their health for 21 days, the importance of 
separating the healthy from the sick to prevent 
further spread, and the importance of good 
hygiene and maintaining a clean environment. 

Controlling infection in health-care settings: 

Health-care workers should always take standard 

precautions when caring for patients, regardless of 

their presumed diagnosis. These include basic hand 

hygiene, respiratory hygiene, use of personal 

protective equipment (to block splashes or other 

contact with infected materials), safe injection 

practices and safe burial practices. 

Health-care workers caring for patients with suspected 

or confirmed Ebola virus should apply extra infection 

control measures to prevent contact with the patient’s 

blood and body fluids and contaminated surfaces or 

materials such as clothing and bedding. When in close 

contact (within 1 metre) of patients with EBV, health-

care workers should wear face protection (a face shield 

or a medical mask and goggles), a clean, non-sterile 

long-sleeved gown, and gloves (sterile gloves for some 

procedures). 

Laboratory workers are also at risk. Samples taken 

from humans and animals for investigation of Ebola 

infection should be handled by trained staff and 

processed in suitably equipped laboratories. 

 

                                                                            

                                                                                          See Ebola from Page 11 

Look At Akwa  
Ibom Today! 

 
"Turned into the people's 
destination, as we forget the 'inescapable 

submission' era of our resignation." 
 
Whether or not you have been there to see 
with your eyes, than the mind's eye, and 
to behold the sweat of your hard work, 
your prayers and mine 
to the Lord God. Bless be to the people 

and Land of our fathers. 

 
Kids now in High school at age 9, raised in 
the heart of the towns, but can't even 
speak the 
Language. Not like they don't want to, 
only that they don't know how to speak in 

Akwa Ibom. 
 
Flash back to the time, in Lagos, Port 
Harcourt, Enugu and Kaduna. When we 
spoke and gave something away. Our 
Pride, as all were branded 

while running errand, only to retreat back 
into the boy's Quarters, going to work in 

the Garden and Kitchen and Laundry and 
to keep watch at night, bedeviled with the 
Accent. 
 
Uyo Township has taken the form, from 

the wisdom of Governors Attah and 
Akpabio. Though the road to the present 
had been rough, with 
the yearnings, and more question than 
answers. Let us savor what we can see, 
and 
then look up to our God than the guns. 

 
Our Heart may be awash in pain, 

concealed in the tumult of the steaming 
angst. None can determine our future, 
but it must be freely chosen. Savor all that 
you can see, with love and 

forgiveness in our heart, to rebuild the 
trust we have lost. 
 
Look at me today!  
Akwa Ibom which is now with a tale to 
proclaim, yet with what some would 
downplay. Two with the wisdom as self 

evident, savoring all there is that 
can be seen.  
 

Ben Effiok, Vice President, 
AKISAN CHICAGO CHAPTER 
(312-420-2985) 

tel:%28312-420-2985
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